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Changes of Morphemic Meanings in Inherited Chinese Compound Words
BU Shi-xia

(Centre for Chinese Folklore Customs, Classics and Characters, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The morphemes carry meanings in forming compound words. Morpheme meanings in compound have close
ties with word meanings. Along lexical evolvement, morpheme meanings also change, especially for inherited compounds,
which have to a large extent come from the long fixation process of phrases. Therefore, it has advantage to observe their
changing process. Morpheme meaning change includes semantic transformation and bleaching. The immediate factors for
change are as follows: (i) word meaning; (ii) semantic status of morpheme; and (iii) morpheme’s capability of analogical
formation. The potential motive behind these factors lies in the motivation reconstruction of compound words.

Key words: inherited compound word; morphemic meaning; reconstruction of motivation



