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On the Explanation Optimization of Shuowen Jiezi

MENG Zhuo
(Centre for Chinese Folk Customs,Classics and Characters, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Shuowen jiezi (Shuowen for short) inherited the previous exegesis during the Pre-Qin, Western Han and
Eastern Han Dynasties, and reformed and optimized the previous explanation according to the system nature of Shuowen
itself. Explanation Optimization, which is constrained by the principle of form-meaning uniformity, covers explanation
choices and reformations. It also adheres to the regular patterns of explanation, accords with the inner needs of explanatory
system, and is affected by multiple influences of the historical and cultural tradition of classical Confucianism. Shuowen
hence reforms and optimizes the exegesis by synthesizing and coordinating distinct optimizing mechanisms, and becomes a
canon in the Chinese exegesis history.

Key words: Shuowen Jiezi; word meaning exegesis; explanation optimization; form-meaning uniformity; explanation

law; philological tradition



