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Dialectic Relationship between Chinese Characters and Chinese Language:
Also on the gain and loss of the theory of character as basic unit of Chinese
WANG Ning
(Centre for Chinese Folk Customs, Classics and Characters, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; The survey of the development and relevant phenomena of the principle 'character as the basic unit of Chinese’
(CBUC) in the traditional Chinese linguistics here reveals that, in historical written mode (classical Chinese) and modern
written mode (the vernacular), characters have given rise to great impact upon the Chinese language, and that the modern
CBUC has its due characteristics. However, character and the language are after all different semiotic systems: they are in-
terrelated but not equivalent. Therefore, to treat directly 'character’ as language unit has caused its puzzle with 'word’, and
hence given rise to numerous confusions that gone far from linguistic facts, an issue that deserves much attention for advan-
cing the relevant modern theory. On that basis, the author identified some ridiculous claims against common knowledge.
That is. such statements should be eradicated to achieve a better condition for further research.

Key words: Chinese character; Chinese; traditional principle on character as basic unit of Chinese; modern theory of

character as basic unit of Chinese



