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The Research of Creativity . Four Approaches in Domain of Psychology
JIA Xuji'?,LIN Chong-de'
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Abstract: Creativity has important significance for social advances and personal development. It demands a comprehen-
sive understanding of creativity itself as a precondition. There are four research approaches in the domain of psychology.
Cognitive approach in creativity focuses on unconscious process in the role of creative thinking,and provides a comprehensive
theoretical interpretation in domain-general and domain-specific creativity. Developmental approach in creativity pays atten-
tion to the developmental characteristics of creativity in different age periods,and stresses on the roles of early experiences,
family, school. Individual differences approach in creativity focuses on the role of cognitive and personality factors,and pro-
poses that the relationship between creativity and mental health is subject to certain conditions, such as the domain of creativ—
ity,levels of creativity. Social psychology approach in creativity changes the focus of research from individual creativity to
collaborative creativity.
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