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On the History of Autonomy of College-students in Western Countries

Yu Zixia Xiang Hua
(School of Educational Science, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079)

Abstract ;. Autonomy is a pattern of social management in which community members
manage their own affairs and take the responsibility for their own behaviors. College-
students’ autonomy means college-students’ self~governance and self-education about
their individual behaviors and group actions in schools. College-students’ autonomy can
be traced back to the medieval period. The aim of college-students’ autonomy is to to
manage their own affairs by themselves and to defend their rights through founding all
kinds of formal or informal student organizations in schools. In modern times, college-
students’ autonomy is centering around college-students’ status and rights. The history
of western college-students’ autonomy is involved with educational thoughts, educational
institution, educational practice and educational management, etc. In China, both the
research of college-students’ autonomy and the legal construction of colleg-students’
rights are relatively weak. Combing and analyzing the history of western college-
students’autonomy is helpful in promoting the construction of education democracy and

improving the management of college-students in universities in China.

Key words : university management; education democracy; autonomy right; college-

students’ autonomy
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