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The Modern Value of the Tradition of Chinese University General Education
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Zhang Yaqun

(Research Center of Higher Education Development, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005)

Abstract : The general education in universities in Chinese and the west is the education
aiming to cultivate a “generalist” or a “whole person” which takes the classics as the
teaching material to develop students’ minds. The evolvement of general education has
deep and profound influence on the transmission and spread of civilization both in China
and the west. Since the modern times, the universities in China have formed two kinds
of general education traditions, one is the general education tradition in ancient
universities, which takes the Confucianism as its core idea, containing other theories of
the philosophers and scholars then, and Buddhism as well; the other is the general
education tradition in modern universities , which use the systems in western university
as its organizing mode, combining the western educational ideas with that of Chinese.
Fully understanding and objective appraising of the general education tradition in
Chinese universities, carrying forward the excellent tradition of the general education in
both Chinese ancient and modern universities, have important practical value in higher

education in China.

Key words ;: Chinese ancient university; modern university; the tradition of general

education; modern value



