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Neo-Confucianists’ Political Thought in Re flections on Things at Hand
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Guo Qiyong Liu Lisha

(School of Chinese Classics, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072)

Abstract ; On the basis of analyzing the specific text of Reflections on Things at Hand
(Jinsilu ), this paper figures out the synopsis and inner structure of the political
thoughts of the four masters Zhou Dunyi, Cheng Hao, Cheng Yi and Zhang Zai who
were also called Neo-Confucianists in Northern Song dynasty. The political thoughts of
the four masters is that, a profound person (Junzi ) must realize that human nature is
imparted from heaven and need fully participate in the creative process of the cosmos to
achieve the goal of the unification of inner sageliness and outer kingliness. Under this
political characteristic, a profound person in his political practice should also be sincere
and behave from the angle of common people. In order to cultivate the virtue of the
incumbent, the four masters think that , political reform and institution building need to
be emphasized. The political thoughts of the four masters present the continuity of
Confucian political thoughts and reveal the Confucian thoughts which are different from
the pure “inner” theory of philosophy and ethics. The political thoughts of the four

masters have great significance to present political practice.

Key words : Re flections on Things at Hand ; four masters in Northern Song Dynasty;

Neo-Confucianism ; political thoughts



