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Deviation from Neutrality: on the U.S. Aids toward Belgium
before It Entering the Great War(1914.8—1917.4)

Yang Fangfang
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072)

Abstract ;: Based on three aspects related to the U. S. aids of Belgium: the political
supports from the U.S. government to Belgium, the presses” extensive coverage to aid
Belgium, and the Americans’ enthusiastic participations in aiding Belgium, this paper
makes an exploration of underlying facts of the U.S. aiding Belgium and its significance
from August 1914 when the Great War began until April 1917 when the United States
entered the war. The paper holds that the political supports from the U.S. government
to Belgium bring Belgians the hope of survival and political assurance, that the presses’
coverage makes Belgians acquire Americans’ universal sympathy and material aids, and
that the Americans’ enthusiastic participations give Belgians the motivations to insist and
determination of victory. The U.S. aid to Belgium also reflects and affects the U. S.
attitude towards the war, which undergoes a process of gradual deviation from
neutrality, thus accelerating the pace of the U.S. moving toward the war; the vigorous
propaganda about the aids also mobilizes public opinion in support of the United States

entering the war.

Key words : the Great War; the U.S. aids; Belgium; deviation from neutrality



