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Japanese Women and the War of Aggression against China

Sun Lixiang Han Lijuan

(School of History and Culture, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079)

Abstract : During the war, a number of Japanese women not only suffered from hunger ,

poverty and bereavement, but also blindly followed the war of aggression waged by the

Japanese ruling class through their practical work “Supporting Battlefront”. The
Japanese women entered the aggressive war with the double identity of “victims” and
“perpetrators”, which is the general actual state of the common people in imperialist
aggressive countries, but particularly prominent only for Japanese women. During the
wartime, the blind obedience of Japanese women to the aggressive war mainly showed in
three aspects: firstly, encouraging sons or husbands to join in the wars to provide
sufficient manpower for the aggressive war; secondly, actively participating in the rear
“Supporting Battlefront” work to provide material guarantee for the aggressive war ;
thirdly, creating literary works and national policy movies to generate public opinion
atmosphere benefiting for the war. As to the reasons, it is the comprehensive result of
many elements, such as, the psychological drive of the concept of divine country and the
worship of Mikado among Japanese, the poisoning and indoctrinating of the nationalism
and the militarism education, the misleading of the media then, and the iron rule of the
government. In current situation that the Japanese right-wing forces are ready to start
wriggling, pointing out the truth that this part of Japanese women blindly followed the
aggressive war in the wartime and analyzing the dynamic factors behind their acts, have
important academic value and realistic significance in order not to repeat such historical
tragedy.

Key words : Japanese women; the war of aggression against China; the Second World

War; Sino-Japanese relations
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