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From ‘‘Preciseness” to ‘“Luxuriance’’:a Leap in Ancient Narrative Art

Wang Xianpei
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079)

Abstract : Scholars of different times have greatly misinterpreted Han Yu’s statement
that “Spring and Autumn Annals is precise while Zuo Zhuan is luxuriant”. The
preciseness they require places moral righteousness and political correctness before
narrative authenticity, and the narrators interpretation of events are recorded as events
themselves, thus resulting in the one—sidedness or absence of historical narrative. Zuo
Zhuan frequently adopts historical data from various places to describe the reality of
events, and introduces various views about how events should be recorded at the time.
This is a proper way for historical narrators to deal with historical facts and their various
interpretations. The narrative of events in Zuo Zhuan includes elements that Spring
and Autumn Annals lacks; it employs imagination to write about human being, human
heart and human nature, and its language is luxuriant and colourful. From Spring and

Autumn Annals to Zuo Zhuan , a leap is made in ancient narrative art.

Key words : Zuo Zhuan ; Spring and Autumn Annals; Han Yu; authenticity of historical

narrative; narrative art
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