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Three Faces of Cultural Governance

Wu Licai

(Institute of Political Science, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079)

Abstract : Cultural governance is increasingly becoming part of modern governance. In
order to better understand the cultural governance, this paper preliminarily describes
different faces of cultural governance from three aspects of political, social and econom-
ic. Culture and cultural governance always have theirs political face, because cultural
concepts of a certain period of time always serve the interests of the ruling class and pro-
vide legal class ideology support of ruling. In modern times, cultural governance of soci-
ety become more and more important, and increasingly penetrates every corner of the
society, and even the field of meaning and value. Nowadays, cultural governance also
gradually penetrates the development of industries, with economy faces, it become the
best rhetoric for some governments to show theirs performance. In practice, the three
faces of cultural governance always blend together and demonstrate diverse forms. In
different historical periods, the political, social, and economic aspects of cultural gov-
ernance plays different roles, but its essence is to achieve the goal of governance through

culture and cultural field.

Key words : cultural governance; hegemony; governmentality; cultural development
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