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Discussion on the Reform of China’s Fertility Policy

Mu Guangzong
(Institute of Population Research, Beijing University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract ; Firstly, the paper analyses the severe consequences from six aspects caused by
the one-child policy which has been implemented since 1980. It is high time that the
reform of China’s fertility policy should gain lessons from the history. Secondly, based
on the challenge of low fertility facing by Russia, Japan and Korea and their
countermeasure strategies, it concludes that the impact of fertility culture surpasses the
fertility policies. Once the culture of low fertility is formed, it is hard to be changed by
policies. In fact, pronatalist policies may be useless when the culture of having few
children is shared by the vast majority of new generation. A timing advance is called for
when we take precautions in population governance before the formation of culture of
low fertility. This paper argues that China has been caught in the lowest low-fertility
trap, and summaries the four aspects of fertility transition. Finally, the paper purposes
the “new family plan” which will be crucial to China’ s renaissance. China need
appropriate fertility policy to secure population’s vitality, and also need population
optimization policy to secure China’s long-term development. The paper insists that the
one-child policy should be rejected at once, meanwhile having at least two children
should be encouraged as soon as possible for the purpose of ecological diversity

conservation of fertility and population.

Key words : fertility policy; fertility culture; the lowest low-fertility trap; appropriate

fertility; population optimization
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