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Empowerment, Decentralization and Rights Protection .
Good Governance of Rural Grassroots and Its Realization Path
during the Transformation Period

Li Zengyuan' Cheng Youzhong®
(1. Center for Comparative Politics and Economics, Central Compilation &. Translation Bureau, Beijing 100032 ;

2. Institute for Political Science, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079)

Abstract ; Safeguarding farmers’ survival and development rights in the “open, flowing,
heterogeneous” society, and guaranteeing farmers’ civil rights, is not only the inherent
requirement of social justice, but also an important goal of good governance of rural
grassroots. In the process of marketization, industrialization, and urbanization, the
fundamental reason for the violation of farmers’ basic rights is that, the state did not
make timely adjustment in the aspects such as: the relationship between itself and basic-
level society, orderly endowing and delegating power to the basic-level society, and
practically safeguarding farmers’ rights, according to the development of the society and
the profound change of the content of farmers’ rights and interests. From the
perspective of the features of the social transformation and development, “orderly
empowerment, rational decentralization , practically safeguarding farmers’ rights” is the
fundamental path to realize good governance of rural grass-roots. Therefore, in
practice, the state should empower and guarantee farmers’ economic rights, tamping
citizen’s political rights and delegating the social self-organizing rights, to fully ensure

farmers’survival and development rights.

Key words : social transformation period ; good governance of rural grass-roots; prominent

problems; empowerment, decentralization and rights protection
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