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Slight Differences in a Common Whole: Survey and Deconstruction of the
Big and Small Cultural Tradition

HUANG Shi—yuan

(Department of Culture of Xinjiang, Xinjiang Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection and Research Center,Xinjiang Art Institute,

Urumqi 830002, Xinjiang,China)

Abstract:There has been a difference between so—called big cultural traditions and small ones since Zhou Dynasty
in China. The establishment of yayan (standard language) , yayue (court music) and etiquette was the first signal of
distinguishing from folk music. Big and small cultural traditions spread through different communities. The former
spreads through cities,temples and official activities, while the latter spreads through villages and pastoral areas.
The nature and function of both are the same: that is to maintain a certain cultural order or ethics and make it the
common value of society.

Key words:Slight differences in a common whole; Cultural view;Big and small cultural traditions;Survey and

deconstruction
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