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Siba Ryotaro’s View of the Russo — Japanese War with a Focus on Saka no Ue no Kumo
YANG Chao - gui
( School of Liberal Arts and Law Tianjin University/ Institute of Japan Studies Nankai University Tianjin 300072 China)

Abstract: The historical understanding revealed in the works by Siba Ryotaro was called “The Historical View of Siba Ryotaro” which
produced a tremendous impact on the reconstruction of the postwar Japanese historical view. His representative work Saka no Ue no
Kumo stated how he viewed the Russo — Japanese War. However he didn’t criticize the injustice of this imperialist war nor rethought
about Japan’s responsibility. Instead he described Japan as a victim and Russia as a threat praising the war as a homeland defense.
He also pointed out that Japan’s victory and Russia’s defeat was a result of Russia’s decayed system rather than a strong Japan. There—
fore Siba Ryotaro’s historical view on the Russo — Japanese War was partial and limited.
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