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Secularization of Buddhist Sutra Literature among the Members of
the Dai Nationality in the Lancang — River Area
CHEN Meng - yun
( School of Transmission Yunnan University of Finance and Economics Kunming 650221 China)
Abstract: Buddhist Sutra literature of the Dai nationality originated from the translation of Buddhist Sutras in India and it is rich in con—
tent diversified in style and skillful in narrative. The secularization of such Buddhist Sutra literature helps people understand its artis—
tic value. The emergence of this kind of literature has the following causes: Firstly the Dai nationality has an excellent literary tradi—
tion. With the introduction of Buddhist Sutras from India the contents and styles of the original Dai literature got enriched and then
formed its own style in the Dai — inhabited area. Buddhist Sutra literature differs from other kinds of Buddhist Sutra literature because
Dai literature has its own cultural identity and sense of belonging. Secondly the combination between Suira literature and the art of
tragedy has great power in spreading Buddhism. Thirdly fable stories with great artistic vitality parables and aphorisms with Dai”s
wisdom render Dai literature some strong redemption function and richer value than moral instruction.
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