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Abstract: Among various means of studying Tibetan borderland society visual recording has some unique significance. From 1900 till

now visual — recording makers have produced numerous works of real events and historical figures in some specific time and space.

This paper focuses on visual texts of the past one hundred years which fall into three periods as follows: the first period from 1900 to

1949 as the period of the intruder’s glimpse that is from the late Qing dynasty to 1949 before the founding of the People’s Republic of

China; the second period from 1950 to 2000 as the period of the state/elite’s examination; the third period from 2001 to the present as

the period of the free expression of Tibetan borderland society. The study of such photos in different periods will help reveal different

social and cultural forms as well as the cultural standpoints power relations

Key words: Tibetan borderland society; visual ethnography; power derived from visual texts; subjective expression
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and methodology of the photo producers.
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