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Religious Belief and the Governance of Chinese Borderlands
FANG Sheng — ju' & LV Zhao — hui’
( School of Public Administration Yunnan University Kunming 650091 China)
Abstract: The governance of Chinese borderlands is an integrated process with multiple means and perspectives. With relatively unfa—
vorable natural environments and poor socio — economic development plus the strong religious influence from abroad the functions and
influence of religious belief in Chinese borderlands are obvious. Because religious belief has both positive and negative contents it is
necessary to promote the former and avoid the latter in the governance of Chinese borderlands. This kind of governance based on soft
power is helpful to integrate different ethnic groups and weaken the separatist force.
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