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Guangdong Salt Transported into Guangxi and its Effects on
Guangxi’s Economic Development from the Qing Dynasty to the

Republic of China
HU Ying, GAO Rongfang
(School of Historical Culture and Tourism, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541001, China)

Abstract: Salt is one of the necessaries in maintaining the survival of human daily life, an old book
Guanzi said: “If there are ten people in one family, the ten people will eat salt; if there are one hundred
people in one family, the one hundred people will eat salt”. The periods of the Qing Dynasty and the
Republic of China are an important historical period in economic development of Guangxi. Due to the lack of
salt in Guangxi, from the beginning of Emperor Kangxi Period, Guangdong area and Guangxi governments
built special commercial system for salt industry. Guangdong salt was massively distributed into Guangxi.
After nearly three hundred years’ development and evolution to the period of the Republic of China, free
trade of salt was finally achieved from the transition of the official trade, and strongly supported the national
Anti—Japanese War. From a positive perspective, Guangdong salt coming into Guangxi not only affected on
the Guangxi agriculture from the aspects of commercialization of agriculture products and supplies of
products among various nationalities, but also played an important role to the change of Guangxi commercial
and business senses, and provided the necessary support for Guangxi local fiscal revenue, expenditure and
the development of the backward minority areas. But from the reverse analysis, because of the unique natural
and geographical environment and the social economy in Guangxi, Guangdong salt produced such adverse
phenomena as smuggling salt and inequitable exchange, which caused some negative effect on the
development of Guangxi economy.

Key word: salt; the Qing dynasty and the Republic of China; Guangxi; Guangdong salt transported into

Guangxi; agriculture; commerce; local fiscal revenue and expenditure
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