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The Four-Bank Office and Salt Transportation

during the Anti-Japanese War
LIU Zhengui
(Planning Dept., Chengdu Urban and Rural Construction Committee, Chengdu 610042, China)

Abstract: After the incident on May 7 1937, the salt producing areas of the coastal was occupied by
the enemy, large quantities of salt were detained in salt fields. In order to avoid salt supply to the enemy, to
meet the needs on the salt of the wartime military, according to the situation of “exhausted” salt
transportation then, the national government timely adjusted the salt transport policy and required the
government and businessmen together to transport salt. Founded in the early years of the Anti—Japanese War,
as the national government’s top economic and financial institution, the Four—Bank Office implemented the
new loan policy for the salt industry, took the advantage of the national bureau of funds to carry out the
discount policy and gave loan to the business forcefully. From the capital, it ensured wartime salt transport
smoothly; the salt from the coastal was transported to the mainland due to the good conditions it created.
Along with the expansion of official transport of salt in wartime, the Four—Bank Office raised awareness of
the salt transportation in wartime. The loan to salt industry was closely related to the victory of the Anti-
Japanese War. For the loan to salt transportation of all the organizations and businessmen, the Four—Bank
Office gave assistance as far as possible. History suggests the salt loan done by the Four—Bank Office in the
wartime had played an important role in the promotion of the salt transportation and meeting the salt demand
in the rear areas, and helped wartime salt transport and marketing, thus supported the victory of the Anti—
Japanese War.

Key words: the Anti—Japanese War; the Four—Bank Office; loan; salt; salt administration; salt

transportation; salt field
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