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The Construction of Welfare System in China under the Concept of

Participatory Welfare
FAN Hongmin

(Population Research Institute, Liaoning University, Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract: Social welfare is an important part of the social security system of China. However, there are
some problems, for example, the role of government is not clear, the level of welfare socialization is low, the
coverage of welfare is narrow, welfare dependency is serious and the position and direction of construction of
social welfare system is undefined. Concept of participatory welfare referred to in this article is put forward
under the background of the expansion of globalization and the coming of risk society. As a new welfare
concept, participatory welfare model lays stress on building positive and active welfares. This concept gives
theoretical guidance to China’s construction of welfare system, so it is suggested to increase the human
capital investment, turn monetary relief into education training to solve capacity poverty and strengthen the
vulnerable groups” capacity for work to enhance their adaptability and decrease welfare dependence; cultivate
citizens’ psychological benefits, improve people’s sense of well —being, achievement and satisfaction, turn
burden and risk in life into opportunity and welfare; improve social quality to promote welfare reform; lay
stress on the family support and make full use of community, and encourage NGOs to take part in the
process of providing social welfare to promote the development of welfare socialization under perceptual
practice and perceptual choice. Under the operation mechanism of participatory welfare, a welfare system
which can adapt to the development of economy and meet people’s multiple welfare needs can be built.

Key words: risk society; participatory welfare; welfare socialization; psychological interest; social quality;
active welfare
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