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Shangdi Jiao and the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom’s Rise and Decline

LIU Chen
(History Department, Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Shangdi Jiao had secularized Jesus and in the meanwhile deified Xiao Chaogui. Xiao had got
divinity through his excellent witchcraft show. In fact Xiao’s spell was hypnosis. It was after his
death that Xiao got his Godhead. Hong Xiuquan honored Xiao with the position of the ultimate god
for two reasons. One is that Yang and Xiao’s holy statics of preaching gospel in the name of God could
manifest each other’s divinity and keep Hong’s divinity theories. The other is Hong’s conspiracy of
making infernal powers condition each other. The formation of Xiao’s Godhead had seen the whole
procedure of the myth of Shangdi Jiao and also reflected the vicissitude of the Taiping Heavenly King-
dom.
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