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On the cosmology of four Taoist bamboo slips
XU Wen-wu

(Yangtze University,Jingzhou 434020, China)

Abstract: In the literature of bamboo slips unearthed, “Lao Zi”, “Tai Yi Sheng Shui”, “Heng Xian” and “Fan Wu Liu
Xing” are four significant documents of Chu Taoists during the Warring States. Their principle universe theory and cosmogony
have distinctive Chu regional characteristics. All of them regard “Dao” as the principle of universe, whereas they use different
names such as “Heng”, “Tai”, “Yi” and “tai Yi”. There are two types of cosmogony, one is the “rough cosmogony” represen-
ted by “heng Xian”, the other is the “delicate cosmogony” represnted by “tai Yi Sheng Shui”.
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