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/ On the Sense of Soul and Naming System

of the Nong People in Vietnam

WANG Yueping
(Yunnan University , Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract : There are three names for each individual of the Nong people in
the Donglou Village of Vietnam. The first name, which is relatively random, is
given when one is in infancy; the second name is given when one grows into his
childhood and this name should be in accordance with the requirements of the
family tree; when one is an adult and gets married, he is given the third name,
which will be shared by the couple. The three names are featured by different ta-
boos and restrictions. The first and the second name are commonly used in daily
life while the third name is only used on the occasion of family sacrifice ceremo-
nies and funerals. This naming system embodies the conception of soul, histori-
cal memory and self-identification of the Nong people in the Donglou Village of
Vietnam. The reproduction of local society is thus realized during the course of
inheriting and creating the naming system.

Key Words: the Nong people; naming system; Donglou Village; the Sense
of Soul
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