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On Social Network and the Non-agricultural
/ Occupational Mobility of the Minority Migrant
Workers from Mountainous Areas

GUO Yuntao

(Guangxi University for Nationalities, Nanning 530006, China)

Abstract: By comparing the two ethnic groups in the southern Guangxi,
the author discusses the characteristics of the social network among the minority
migrant workers from mountainous areas and the negative impacts on their non-
agricultural occupational mobility. The fieldwork data shows that the primary
social network is featured by monotonous ethnic composition, high degree of
homogeneity in occupations, and strong ties between individuals. This makes it
difficult for the minority migrant workers from mountainous areas to be accepted
by the local social networks and to build new social networks in the working
place. This will consequently cast negative impacts on the non-agricultural occu-
pational mobility among the minority migrant workers from mountainous areas
and will aggravate their poverty status.

Key Words: social networks; migrant workers; the non-agricultural occu-
pational mobility
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