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Research on the Cultural Logic of the" Ghost'
Conception of the Miao People in the North Guangxi

from the Perspective of Some Rituals

OU Zuan
(Sanya University, Sanya 572022, China)

Abstract; From the perspective of ritual and cognition, this paper studies
the cultural logic of the ghost conception embraced among the Miao people in
Longsheng County of Guangxi. When praying for a good harvest every year or
facing accidental crises such as diseases and disasters, the Miao people conduct
rituals of sacrificing to ghosts or exorcising devils which are in accordance with
the local cultural traditions and social habitus. These rituals dealing with ghosts
are based on Miao people’s conceptual system of diverse supernatural power.
During the process of daily rituals, symbolic meanings have been attached to Mi-
ao people’s particular behaviors which satisfies their emotional demands and bal-
ances the social order.
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