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From the Stele Carved Principles to Rural Commandments .
An Investigation into Steles without Words ’
on the Dayao Mountain

HAO Guo-—qiang, ZHONG Shao-yun

(Guangxi University for Nationalities, Nanning 530006, China) /
Abstract : The stele without words is the original form of the stele system
among Yao people. As time goes by, the stele without words gradually evolves
into the stele with carved principles, from which customary laws with compre-
hensive contents are thus derived. Based on the field investigation into the steles
without words in Qiongwu Village of Luoxiang Town in Jinxiu Yao Autonomous
County, the author, from the perspective of historical anthropology, describes
the emergence date, contents, formation process and historical functions of the
stele without words, and analyses the developmental features and functional
changes during the course of its evolution. :
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