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Cultural Changes on theSilk Road from the Perspective of Language
ZHAO Jiang-min' FU Dong-mei’
(1. College of Languages Xinjiang Normal University Xinjiang Ethnic Minority Bilingual Education Research Center

Urumgi  Xinjiang 830054; 2. College of Foreign Languages Xinjiang Normal University Urumqi Xinjiang 830054)

Abstract Based on archaeological findings of ancient books on Xinjiang ethnic minorities and the
readings of those books this paper attempts to expound cultural changes on the Silk Road which are embodied
chiefly by language and writing and dominated by culture and religion reflected in ethnic languages. The
changes of the Silk Road culture has gone through three stages: IndoJuropean culture Turkic culture and
Islamic culture with temporal division before the 6th century from the 6th to the 9th century and after the
10th century. In the whole process the long-existing influence of the Chinese language and culture is self-

evident.
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