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Abstract In most Han communities in the rural areas women$ family identity is not inborn. It is by

marriage that a woman’ s family identity is transformed from her birth family to her husbands family and her

status is established in the kinship system. Ancestral worship during the Spring Festival is a typical context to

display family identity. The identity of an unmarried woman drifts between “the potential outsider” and “the

real outsider” in the kinship system. The way to improve the living condition of unmarried women is to identify

their kinship and position in the family.
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