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Analysis of Power Structure of Ethnic Villages inWestern Yunnan

WANG Xun JIANG Bo ZHANG Guo-in
(1. Chinese Pharmaceutical Association Beijing 100022; 2. Minzu University of China Beijing 100081)

Abstract Based on Weber” s classical analysis of power at present ethnic villages have three types
of power: the authority of the elders the authority of the State represented by two committees ( Village
Committee and the Party Branch Committee) and wealthy elites. The interactions among the three powers are
in the forms of absorption cooperation and sabotage. The key to constructing an appropriate power structure in
ethnic villages lies in establishing the absolute authority of the two committees and system construction of
autonomy of villagers so as to guide legal and orderly interactions among different powers under the system.
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