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Historical Track of Ethnic Issues of China

ZHOU Jing-hong
( Institute of Ethnology & Anthropology ChineseAcademy of Social Sciences Beijing 100081)

Abstract In the late 19th and early 20th century when the Qing Dynasty was drawing back under the
strong power of capitalism China’s ethnic issue was raised and evolved in the context of protecting the country
and nationality. The core of the evolution was to adopt Western concepts of race and ethnicity and a set of
implicated values to replace and reform historical concepts and traditional resources of dealing with people of
different ethnic groups of the Chinese dynasties under the background of transforming from dynasty to modern
China with sovereignty. To learn about the history of ethnic issue of China can help us understand not only the
history and national situation of China’s unity and formation of national policy in the process of socialist
construction with Chinese characteristics but also the goal principle and way to deal with ethnic issues in
capitalist time.
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