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On Folk Culture New Spirituality Construction in China Today

DONG Xiao — ping
( Research Center for Folklore Ancient Writing and Chinese Characters
Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875 China)

Abstract: Folkloristics derived from the National Independent Movement in the late 19th and early 20th century. It
has played a special role in maintaining balanced development of the national spirits and the material society. Since
the 21st century the blending of globalization hi — tech and internet has caused unbalanced development in both
spirit and material construction in many countries. As a result the excellent culture value has been challenged and
the risks in social security have come into being. At this moment the new task for folkloristics is to reconstruct cal-
tural balance between spirit and material. And to rebuild new spirituality is no other than an international trend to
advocate the reconstruction of lofty human spirit and the restoration of the harmonious relationship between spirit
and material. Chinese folklorists in the 21st century should focus on those realistic issues and voluntarily participate
in rebuilding the new spirit of national culture. In such a situation Chinese folklorists should actively get involved in
the construction of national culture including participating in constructing the symbols of folk culture telling Chi-
nese folktales constructing intangible folkloric heritage preserving the handicraft culture and eventually working
out new theory of folkloristics.
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