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Imperial Examination System: The Fifth Great Invention of China

FENG Tian - yu

( Research Center for China Traditional Culiure Wuhan University Wuhan 430072 China)

Abstract: Since the Zhou — qin period the most explicit character of Chinese political culture has consisted in the

following political transformations 1i. e. shaking off the feudal aristocratic system and setting up a non — feudal bu-

reaucratic government. The bureaucrats were chosen from the folk societies via certain standardized qualifying — ex—

aminations with the imperial examination system of Sui — tang as its most complete formation. Regarded as the fifth

great invention of China this system offered a model for modern civil — service examination systems.

Key words: imperial examination system; civil — service examination system; the fifth great invention
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