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Georges Canguilhem’ s Scientific Epistemology

ZHU Yan — ming
( Department of Philosophy Xiangtan University Xiangtan 411105 China)

Abstract: In the French epistemological tradition of the 20" century Georges Canguilhem inherited Gaston Bache—
lard” s epistemology and applied it to life science thereby expanding and revising Bachelard’ s idea. Canguilhem’ s
particular insight into life science rested in the fact that he neither interpreted the life as blind impulse nor did he
explain it with physical and chemic concepts forming his holistic view on life namely a unity between knowledge
and life and between reason and unreason. On this basis life science is what he referred to as “knowledge of life”.

Canguilhem’ s idea in life science is appreciated by many life scientists and philosophers in today’ s biology.

Key words: science; epistemology; history of science; philosophy of science; life

25



