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From Documents through Science to Aesthetics
—A Tentative Discussion on the three Approaches to
Studies of The Notes of Varieties of Trades
GAO Aixiang WEI Bin
( College of Clothing and Art Design Xi’ an University of Engineering Xi’ an 710048 Shaanxi;
College of Fine Arts Shaanxi Normal University Xi’ an 710119  Shaanxi)

Abstract: In the Pre-Qing times important approaches to studies of The Notes of Varieties of Trades had been
done basically by providing notes and annotations. Later some more approaches had been introduced such as the
school of supplement and textual research with the latter as the latest. After that especially in the recent hundred
years the studies of The Notes of Varieties of Trades turned mainly to mathematic and scientific approaches. Final—
ly in the recent 30 years with the rise of industrial design in China there has been an ever-growing trend to in—
vestigate The Notes of Varieties of Trades in terms of theoretical consideration of aesthetic design. However the
three approaches to the studies of The Notes of Varieties of Trades are of prominent features of their days and have
each disadvantages of its own.
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