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A Research on Yan Fu and the Examination for the

Returned Overseas Students in the Late Qing Dynasty
Liu Xiaoqin

Abstract: There were seven examinations for returned overseas students held by Xuebu ( the Ministry of Education) in the
late Qing dynasty. As an assistant examiner Yan Fu helped to hold three examinations from 1906 to 1908. He was respon—
sible for making and marking the test papers and assessing the academic diplomas of returned overseas students. He
played an important role in the second examination facilitating the performance of returned overseas students who used to
study in Europe and the US. After the exam he presented to the Qing government his suggestion for the examinees to learn
Chinese literature. He still played a significant part in the third exam though he first refused to work as an assistant exam—
iner and after he agreed to work as assistant examiner continued to show his disgruntlement. His influence in the fourth
exam dropped because not being an official promoted through the imperial examination his role in the exam to promote of—
ficials was embarrassing. After he was promoted as Jinshi ( imperial scholar) the embarrassing problem was solved but
Yan Fu had quit his position as assistant examiner.

Key Words: Yan Fu; Assistant Examiner; The Ministry of Education; Overseas Students; Examination for the Returned

Overseas Students
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