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Derridas Deconstructionism and Identity
Shen Liyan ~ He Yuguo

Abstract: In previous studies of the sources of Derridas deconstructionism scholars always infinitely extended the sources
to some concrete specific schools of thoughts such as Husserls phenomenology Heideggers existentialism Saussure$ lin—
guistic theories etc. They tried to extract from Derridas works certain sources of theories. However practices of this kind
always overlook the internal factors of the thinkers. In fact the coming into being of Derridas deconstructionism has a lot to
do with Derridas special sense of identity. When his sense of identity is taken into concern Derridas life can be divided
into three periods. His childhood is characterized by his “doubts” against his “Jewish origin " his teenage years by his
“dilemma” of “French language ” and his adulthood by his “branching off” from the “authoritative mainstream. ” All
these are but manifestations of his sense of identity. As a result the “angst of identity” that runs through the lifetime of
Derrida helps bring about Derridas deconstructionism. In other words Derridas deconstructionism shadows his sense of i—
dentity.
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