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Zhou Enlai and the Establishment of Cooperative Relations

between China and Cambodia 1954 —1965
Zhai Qiang

Abstract: From 1954 to 1965 the relations between China and Cambodia were the paradigm of Chinas diplomatic relations
with her neighboring countries. Zhou Enlai played a key part in establishing the friendship between China and Cambodia.
At the Geneva Conference Zhou Enlai first got in touch with the Cambodian delegation and at the Bandung Conference
he met Sihanouk for the first time. Since 1956 China launched her financial support for Cambodia and in 1958 the two
countries established formal diplomatic relations. Zhou Enlai visited Cambodia in person and held several rounds of talks
with Sihanouk explaining to him Chinas Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence guaranteeing to him on behave of Chi-
nese government the security of Cambodia and showing to him Chinas steadfast support for Cambodias fight for national
independence. In the 1950s and 1960s China and Cambodia established and maintained friendly bilateral relations. Lead—
ers of the two countries coordinated and cooperated with one another in a series of international issues. This is a success
story of Zhou Enlais diplomacy a story that will enable us to have a glimpse at some of the features of Chinas diplomacy
during the Cold War.
Key Words: Zhou Enlai; China; Cambodia; Friendship
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