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Russian Scholars” Discourses on Zhou Enlai
Vladimir Portyakov

Abstract: The name of Zhou Enlai was associated with the changes of the Sino — Soviet relations. In the 1950s Zhou Enlai
made a significant contribution to the development of Chinese economy domestic politics and Sino — Soviet relations.

However it was difficult to give him an impartial evaluation at that time. After the Sino — Soviet relations turned cold So—
viet Union scholars” evaluations of Zhou Enlai became ever more contradictory. In the 1980s there appeared among the
works of Soviet Union scholars some memoirs that reevaluated Zhou Enlais diplomatic and economic campaign in a positive
tone. After the fall of the Soviet Union Russian researchers had the chance to consult and examine related documents and
had a deeper understanding of some detailed problems. JiHe Vinces monograph reflected current Russian scholars”evalua—
tion of Zhou Enlai though this was not the common consensus among Russian Sinologists. At present there are quite a lot
of scholars in Russia who hold positive attitudes towards Zhou Enlai even though there are still others who may hold a neg—
ative attitude.
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