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Abstracts of the Major Articles

Theory and Context: A Study in Methodology of Studies of Sino — Christian Ethics
Xie Zhibin

The branch of studies of Christian ethics has been a rich part of Sino — Christian theology in terms of
its research contents and outputs. This paper studies the methodology of studies of Christian ethics in the
Chinese context with special attention the public significance of Christian values in the concrete contexts.
My study contains two parts. The first part is to examine studies of Christian ethics in China since the
1980s, which includes two aspects in general: one is studies of basic ethical concepts such as the doc—
trines of human nature and of love and their comparison with relevant ideas from traditional Chinese
thought and the other is the practical aspect including studies of the moral life of Chinese Christian and
studies of social and public issues at global and local level ( such as economic and ecological issues, po—
litical issues, the issue of global ethic, etc. ) from Christian perspectives. Deriving from the achieve—
ments of studies of Christian ethics in China, the second part gives some reflections on the contextual
character of this branch, in seeking to reinterpret the meaning of Christian ethical doctrines such as love
and vocation with reference to Chinese thought, the life experience of Chinese and contemporary moral is—
sues. This study will follow the concrete and contextual approach to Christian ethics, which is unfolded in
the concrete and present conditions of a specific cultural and societal setting like in China.

Localization Use of the Organization Principles in the Church Seat Arrangement
Case Study of Lisu Minority at Wadi Village of Nujiang Area

Lu chengren

During the process of the Christianity belief” s development at the Mid — Nu river area of Yunnan,
the instauration of the church organization and its highly efficient operation made the development smooth—
ly. Now there are little analysis and research about the functions, principles, and operational characteris—
tics of the church organization, less deeply research and discussing on the relationship between the
church Organizing principles and the traditional social organization system, this paper based on the field—
work of the Lisu church at Wadi village of Nujiang area, starting with the different seat arrangement about
right or left, front or behind which related with sex and age — sequence when having the cult ritual, giving
a minute description to the organizing principle of the Lisu church of Wadi people. It put forward that the
traditional sex system and age — sequence system are the main organizing principles of the church, and
this organizing principles relate to many social actions. And the development of the Christianity has a di-
rect connection with the application of the traditional social system in this area.

The Origin of Ma Qixi’ s Sufi Thoughts
Li Xiaotong

The existing researches commonly agree that Ma Qixi, the founder of Xidaotang, was heavily influ-
enced by Liu Zhi, an Islamic scholar of Qing Dynasty, and Ma Mingxin, the founder of Chinese Sufi
branch of Jahriyyah, and thus indicate Ma Qixi” s thoughts have certain kind of correlations with Sufism.
However, the specific Sufi order which exerted great influences upon Ma Qixi has not yet been men-—
tioned. This article, based on available research results and newly discovered materials, presents that Ma
Qixi’ s Sufi thoughts could be traced back to the Sufi order of Nagshbandiyyah; he indirectly took up
Nagshbandi teachings from multi — aspects, inherited and developed them in new historical situations.

The Transformation of Sacrificial Money in Medieval China:
New Hypotheses Based on the Archaeological Discoveries in Turfan
Yu Xin

The traditional idea holds that the development of sacrificial money can be divided into two phases,
from the Warring States to Western Han when clay sacrificial money was used, and after Wei and Jin times
when paper sacrificial money was used. But this was only a very general statement mainly based on written
records. Since the early 20th century, a great many archaeological discoveries have occurred in North —
western China. Hosts of unearthed ancient documents and cultural relics have provided us on which we can
re — examine many old conclusions in an unprecedented manner and build a new structure of interpretation.
The newly unearthed sacrificial money made of wood and paper in the tombs of Turfan may help us improve
our knowledge and even repaint the history of sacrificial money, especially its actual function in religious
practice and hopefully we can reach a better understanding of different meanings conveyed by different ways
of use.
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