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The Social Transition of the Late M ing D ynasty and

Early M odemization of China ( Topic for special discussion)
Chamman ZHANG X fn- qng

Chaimman § words Such pwoblens as whether Chna$ ancient society developed slow ly or undeveloped
whether Chinas late feudal society could produce the factors ofmodernizatbn and where he starting pont
ofmodemization is are contnuously controversial The essence is the different understand ng of the de-
velopment theoty of human society by Marx and the confiurative theoty of society and econany. In the
lateM ing dynasty great changes took place which iswidely recognized butwhether it is the starting
pont ofChnasmodem ization needs further research and discussion Therefor¢ H ebeiAcaden © Journal
and Chinas A ssociatbn of theM ng H istory joined to have this special discussion to give a deep research
through contending and mutual exchanges of view s

Key W ords the hie M ng dynasty, social transitbn; China § early modem ization modem izatbn of cu}

turg social and econam ic transitbn
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