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With the Platform of Oral English Contests,Developing Students’ English Comprehensive Quality

LIU Li—jie, LI Cong—rong, YANG Li—juan

(English Department, Beijing Polytechnic, Beyjing 100029, China)

Abstract: The English teaching model in many vocational colleges focuses on the language itself, ignoring students’ English lis-
tening and speaking ability, especially communicative ability in the workplace environment. Practical oral English contests play a
guiding role in vocational education and personnel training, With the platform of oral English contests, 3M (modules) cumculum
system is built, student— centered teaching model implemented both inside and outside the class. Students’ interest in learning
English, their learning ethciency, autonomous learning ability, practical competence, and comprehensive quality are improved
and developed.
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appellation Miss Briefless. Miss Briefless was the wife of a harris-
ter. Though she had an origin of aristocrat, her family was terribly
improvised. Referring to the dictionary we can see that briefless
is used to modify a lawyer whom no people delegates lawsuits to.
Therefore her hushand was a briefless barrister. she was Miss
Briefless. The author criticized that the cause of her family’ s im-
poverishment was that no people delegated lawsuits to her hus-
band. Humour is a figure of speech which is introduced to mock
people or release tension. Thackeray set up some humorous situa-
tions timely to release the tense atmosphere. Let’ s take Joseph
Sedley as an example. Joseph Sedley. the brother of Amelia. often
boasted that he was a lady—killer even a group of women followed
him and loved him. When this lie was exposed. how ridiculous he
seemed to he.

Next we come to the similarities of the three figures of
speech. According to their definitions we can see irony have two
main functions: humour and satire. Therefore. it seems that irony
is the mother: humour and satire are the children. From the first
example above, we can find that the author employed irony to sat-
ire that in Becky’s eyes. kinship was less important than money.
This view was so unreasonable. The author at the same time creat-
ed an absurd and humorous atmosphere for us. These three fig-
ures of speech connect to each other tightly. Their functions pene-

trate to each other. Each one is complementary to others.

5 Conclusion

Rhetoric is an ancient art. It is thetorie that turns our life
more colourful and makes the literary works more interesting. In
Vanity Fair. Thackeray described various types of upper—class
people seizing for profit by any means. which showed us an ac-
quisitive and money—first society. However. at the same time. he
did not forget to leave us some warm things. such as Dobbin’s
selfless love to Amelia. and the Amelia’s love to her unfaithful
hushand. In that cold world. these were the last straw which gave
the people who were suffocating a trace of fresh air. He exhibited
us a rich three—dimensional world. His deliberate usage of the
three figures of speech brightened the novel. Maybe. evervhody in
the world can find some shadow of himself on one of the charac-
ters in the Vanity Fair. Every character in the novel is alive. Ev-
ervybody has their own story. their own anxiety and happiness

which can timely arouse the readers’ sympathy.
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