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Liang Shuming s Conception of Education and Its Significance

Gu Hongliang

Abstract: Liang Shuming explained in 1920’ s that education in the East culture is a kind of ging—

zhi education (life education) focusing upon life itself and that education in the West culture is a knowk

edge education featuring upon life tools. He was influenced by John Dewey’ s philosophy of education and

realized that education is life when he was conceiving the rural reconstruction in 1930’ s. Life cultivation

has been supposed as one of significances of the rural reconsiruction. His conception of education has

showed a direction of life cultivation and indicated the possibility of transcending an old research pattern

of enlightenment and saving the nation from extinction with the perspective of history of thought in modern

China, rather than history of education. Certainly, it doesn’ t mean Liang Shuming has completed this

kind of transcenden ce.
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