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Table 2 The proportion of resource flow papers
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Resource Flow and Main Research Themes

WANG Yigiang, ZHAO Yuan
(School of Geographic Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Resource flow has become a popular research perspective in the field of resource
science. A variety of methods and empirical techniques are used in resource efficiency analysis,
value accounting analysis of resources and the environment, energy saving and emission reduction,
performance appraisal, and other areas of policy formulation and decision-making. Resource flow
research is important, but there has been a lack of theoretical and systematic study of the concept.
This paper summarizes research into resource flow and extracts authoritative literature from the
Journal of Natural Resources and Resources Science. We then systematically summarize and
comment on Chinese and international resource flow studies from overall development trends,
theories, subject characteristics and research perspectives. We conclude that resource flow studies
outside China are found in the material flow study field, which has a long history and is more
complete. Chinese research commenced relatively late and awareness is growing. The main
difference between resource flow research done within and outside China is that Chinese studies
explicitly use the concept of resource flow, and carry out theoretical and empirical tests. Study on
tourism resource flow and natural resource flow is the current hot topic. The Institute of
Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences is leading
research into natural resource flow. The domestic focus has been on flow directions, theories and
methods. There are insufficiencies in resource flow research that need to be addressed and these are
discussed.
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