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Fig. 1 The scale proportion and coefficient variation of rural labor transfer response in eastern coastal China
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China’ s scale and proportion in 2008
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Fig. 2 Spatial pattern of eastern coastal

1

Regional types and basic characteristics of labor transfer response intensity to urbanization
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Fig.3 Types (a) and regional types (b) of rural labor transfer response to urbanization in eastern coastal China
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Table 2 Index system of rural labor transfer response mechanism to urbanization
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Table 3 Mechanism models of rural labor transfer response to urbanization in eastern coastal China
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Regional Model and Mechanism of Rural Labor Transfer Response
to Rapid Urbanization in Eastern Coastal China
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Abstract: Rural labor transfer and sustainable development in rural areas are major issues which
developing countries have been deeply concerned about. And more and more scholars have paid
attention to these scientific issues. The aim of this paper is to analyze urbanization process and the
scale and intensity of rural labor transfer in eastern coastal areas in 19782008 from two aspects—
spatio-temporal process coupling and morphology and dynamic conjugated. Firstly the rural la—
bor transfer response intensity model was constructed which was used to measure the patterns and
space differentiation of rural laborers response. And then the paper divided the regional types of
rural labor transfer response intensity to urbanization in eastern coastal China. The results show
that: 1) During the study period the level of urbanization in eastern coastal areas increased from
19. 7% in 1978 to 58.2% in 2008 which is higher than the national average level. With urbani-
zation level developing quickly rural labor transfer scale and strength were growing constantly

with obvious difference in periodicity and regionality. 2) The development of non-agriculture re—
gional disparity and expected income are prime dynamic driving factors of rural labor transfer
mechanism model revealed. In other words the development of non-agricultural industries has a
huge role in promoting the regional rural labor transfer; while the average wage for urban workers
also has a significant role in promoting the transfer of rural labor. 3) The area of eastern coastal
China can be divided into metropolitan-core region periphery region marginal region traditional
agricultural-special region. But each type orientates and focuses on different industrial structure
and urban system regulation. And finally we give some policy recommendations for conclusions.

Key words: urbanization; rural labor transfer; response mechanism; regional type



