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American Sociological Study and the Development of Major Theories

Wang Tiande

Abstract: The essay briefly reviews American sociological study and the development of major socio—
logical theories in the past hundred years. The development includes the emergence of Chicago School, the
prosperity and decline of structural functionalism, the development of social interaction theory, the change of
conflict theory, and the appearance of world system theory as well. Next, it analyzes how the increase of
American female and minority sociologists as well as globalization will influence the orientation of American
sociology. Finally, the article discusses the trend of sociology in future America.
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