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An Attempt to Put Ontological Interpretations
on the Questions of “Die Intellcktuelle Anschauung”,
“the Intellectual Intuition” and “the Basic Consciousness”

Chen Tianqing

Abstract: There are two different aspects in Kant’s question of being: in the negative aspect it came

close to the question of

“ontological difference”; in the affirmative aspect it revealed by itself the essential

difficulty in the philosophy of subjectivity. All the aspects could be found in his original question of “in—

tellektuelle Anschauung”. Mou Zongsan pondered Chinese traditional thoughts and thought the actuality of

“intuition of intellect”. The concept is not objective but moral, affirmative and real. What Mou had thought

from the

“intuition of intellect” could not solve the problem of being in Kant’s thoughts, for the concept is

argumentative and not interpretative from its lopsided traditional resource. In contrast, we could use a tradi—

tional word

“BEN JUE” to think over the same thing. In The Awakening of Faith,

“BEN JUE” means the

basic, deep—rooted and irremovable consciousness (of being awake); “BEN JUE”, the basic consciousness of

being awake, could also be understood with the concept of Confucius” “DE” in his saying of “to fear and re—

spect the heaven destiny” and “to know the heaven destiny”. The relation of “WEI” (fear and respect) and

“know” lies in “the basic consciousness of being awake”.

Keywords: intellektuelle Anschauung; intuition of intellect; the basic consciousness; selthood; respect

and know



