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Wisdom, Avidya and Time
Zhang Xianglong

Abstract: In ancient Indian and Chinese thoughts, wisdom is in some way essentially connected (but
not identified) with ignorance (avidya). So ignorance bears two senses: one as the opposite of wisdom; an—
other as the un—Self—conscious genesis of meaning and being. The latter transforms or maya—lizes the ulti—
mate reality into a phenomenal world by assuming original time, which differs from both physical and psy—
chological time. The aforementioned doctrines can be found in Indian Vedas, Upanishads and Buddhist
Madhyamika philosophy. Similarly, there is deep time —consciousness in pre —Qin Taoism, Confucianism,
and especially the aged Book of Changes, since they have even more clearly the insight that there is no
self—independent reality and wise brightness without relating to ignorant blackness. One important reason
for the success and prosperity of Mahayana Buddhist, especially the Madhyamika and the doctrine of
Tathagata—garbha (Storehouse of the Thus—come) Mind in China, is attributed to their time—awareness. It
generates the profound resonance in the thinking of Chinese Buddhists.

Keywords: two kinds of ignorance (avidya); maya transformation; original time; convenience (upaya)



