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Distribution of porcine circovirus-like agent P1 in a variety of tissues from natu-
rally infected piglets
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Abstract : The objectives of this study were to investigate the distribution of porcine circovirus-like
agent P1 in the tissues of piglets. Three naturally infected pigs and one negative- control pig were
selected and sacrificed. The presence and viral load of P1 in collected tissue samples (including
mesenteric and superficial inguinal lymph nodes, thymus, tonsil, heart, lung, kidney, liver, spleen,
brain, pancreas,bladder,jejunum and gonad) were determined by real-time quantitative PCR. The
results indicate that P1 may be distributed in heart,lung,liver,brain, pancreas and bladder. Across
these tissues of naturally infected pigs,the brain,pancreas and bladder had the highest viral bur-
dens with 107 copies/g. Results from this study lay the foundation for diagnosis and pathogenesis
studies of P1.
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