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An Exploration of the Writing Characteristics and Historical
Material Value of An Unofficial History of the Wanli Reign Period

HU Meng-fei

(School of History.Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: An Unof ficial History of the Wanli Reign Period is a book of literary sketches written by
Shen Defu between the thirty-four and thirty-five years of the Wanli reign period. The account of the book
covers from the early years of Ming Dynasty to the late years of Wanli reign. Rich in content and with a
wide range of subject matters, the sketches are noteworthy for their distinctive writing characteristics, se-
curing them a fine position in the sketches of Ming. The sketches are also important historical materials for
the studying of Ming history with high level of historical material value.
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